Docket No. P21-163407MyTT 2 
Serial No. 10/790,217 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

Please cancel claims 13 and 18 without prejudice or disclaimer, and amend the claims as 
follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A jointing member comprising: 
a grommet; and 
a pin, 

wherein the grommet comprises: 
a flange portion; 

a leg portion capable of being opened, in which an insertion hole is formed 
from a center of the flange portion to an inner portion of the leg portion in which a lower end 
of the leg portion is opened; 

a plurality of slits extending along said leg portion of said gromm et to divide 
said leg portion into a plurality of leg portion pieces: and 

an engagement portion formed at an inner surface of the leg portion, 
wherein the pin comprises: 
a head portion; and 

a shaft portion to be inserted into the insertion hole, in which an engagement 
surface and a lock surface each engagable with the engagement portion, when said shaft 
portion is inserted into said insertion hole, are formed on the shaft portion; and 

a plurality of rib walls formed on an outer periphery of said shaft p ortion, said 
plurality of rib walls engaging said plurality of slits , and 

wherein a distance from the flange portion of said grommet to a tip end of said leg 
portion of said grommet is greater than a distance from said head portion of said pin to a tip 
end of said shaft portion of said pin. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The jointing member according to claim 1, wherein in a state 
where the engagement portion formed on the leg portion of the grommet engages with the 
engagement surface formed at the shaft portion of the pin, the pin is removable from the 
insertion hole of the grommet. 

3. (Previously Presented) The jointing member according to claim 1, wherein the 
engagement portion formed on the leg portion of the grommet engages with the lock surface 
formed on the shaft portion as the engagement portion moves along the lock surface while 
maintaining an opened state of the leg portion of the grommet. 

4. (Previously Presented) The jointing member according to claim 2, wherein the 
engagement portion formed on the leg portion of the grommet engages with the lock surface 
formed on the shaft portion as the engagement portion moves along the lock surface while 
maintaining an opened state of the leg portion of the grommet. 

5 . (Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim 1 , wherein in a state 
where the engagement portion formed on the leg portion of the grommet engages with the 
engagement surface formed on the shaft portion of the pin, [[a]] the tip end of the shaft 
portion of the pin is buried within the insertion hole of the grommet. 

6. (Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim 2, wherein in a state 
where the engagement portion fonned on the leg portion of the grommet engages with the 
engagement surface formed on the shaft portion of the pin, [[a]] the tip end of the shaft 
portion of the pin is buried within the insertion hole of the grommet. 



7. 



(Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim 3, wherein in a 
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where the engagement portion formed on the leg portion of the grommet engages with the 
engagement surface formed on the shaft portion of the pin, [[a]] the tip eftd of the shaft 
portion of the pin is buried within the insertion hole of the grommet. 

8. (Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim 4, wherein in a state 
where the engagement portion formed on the leg portion of the grommet engages with the 
engagement surface formed on the shaft portion of the pin, [[a]] the tip and of the shaft 
portion of the pin is buried within the insertion hole of the grommet, 

9. (Currently Amended) A jointing member comprising: 
a gromme t, said grommet comprising: 

a flange portion: 

a leg portion capable of being opened: 

a plurality of slits extending along said leg portion of said grommet to divide 
said leg portion into a plurality of leg portion pieces: 

an insertion hole formed in said leg portion from a center of the flange portion 
to an inner portion of the leg portion, said in sertion hole comprising: 

a large diameter portion formed at an upper end of said inse rtion hole 

adjacent to said flange: and 

a small diameter portion formed adjacent to a bottom portion of said 

large diameter portion: 

an engagement portion formed on an in ner surface of said leg portion; and 
an extendin g portion, formed on an end of each of said plurality of leg portion 

pieces distal from said flange portion, which extends to form a pin hole portion whose 

diameter is smaller than that of the large diameter portion: and 



a pin, said pin comprising: 
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t 

wh e rein the grommot compris e s: 
a flang o portion; 

a log portion oapabl e of boing open e d, in which an inoortion hole is formed 
from a center of the flange portion to an inn e r portion of the l o g portion; and 

an ongagomont portion form e d on an inn e r surface of tho log portion, 
whoroin th e pin compris e s: 
a head portion; and 

a shaft portion to be inserted into the insertion hole, in which an engagement 
surface and a lock surface each engagable with the engagement portion, when said shaft 
portion is inserted into said insertion hole, are formed on the shaft portion; and 

a plurality of rib walls formed on an outer periphery of said sha ft portion, said 
plurality of rib walls engaging said plurality of slits , 

whoroin th e flango portion of tho gromm e t compris e s: 

a largo diam e t e r portion adjac e nt to an upper end of tho insertion hole; 

an ongagom e nt hole in a position whoro a bottom portion of th e largo diameter 

portion is adjacent; and 

an extending portion which is ext e nd e d to form a pin hol e portion whos e 
diam e t e r is small e r than that of tho larg e diam e t e r portion in a froo state on a side of a tip that 
is far from the flange portion, 

wherein the shaft portion of the pin further comprises: 

said engagement surface which holds the engagement portion displaced to a 
radially outward direction to keep the leg portion of the grommet in an opened state, in a state 
that the pin is incorporated into the grommet, in parallel with a center line of the shaft portion 
and in a direction of the center line of the shaft portion for a predetermined length; and 

a lock surface which protrudes in a radially outward direction in a tip of the shaft 
portion so as to prevent the engagement portion from falling away from the engagement 
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surface to shift to a state that a diameter of the leg portion becomes small, 

wherein the engagement portion of the grommet, and the engagement surface of the 
pin and the lock surface of the pin are relatively provided in a shaft direction at a position 
where the grommet and the pin are enabled to slide for a predetermined distance in a state 
that the grommet and the pin are incorporated to have the leg portion opened, and 

wherein a distance from the flange portion of said grommet to a tip end of said leg 
portion of said grommet is greater than a distance from said head portion of said pin to a tip 
end of said shaft portion of said pin. 

10. (Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim 9, wherein the tip of 
the shaft portion of the pin, which is provided with the lock surface, is surrounded with the 
extending portion of each of the plurality of leg portions portion pieces of the grommet in a 
state that the grommet and the pin are incorporated to have the plurality of leg portions 
portion pieces opened, and is inside the tip hole portion of the grommet. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The jointing member according to claim 9, wherein the 
predetermined distance that the grommet and the pin are enabled to slide comprises 0.5 mm 
to 2 mm. 

12. (Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim 1 , wherein said 
engagement portion comprises a protruding portion extending from the an inner surface of 
said leg portion. 

13. (Canceled) 



14. 



(Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim 1, wherein said 
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engagement portion is formed on an inner surface of an expanded side of said leg portion 
adjacent to said tip end of said leg portion. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The jointing member according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
at least one tool insertion groove extending in a radial direction and being formed on 

an upper surface of said flange portion. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The jointing member according to claim 15, wherein said at 
least one tool insertion groove comprises a plurality of tool insertion grooves. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim 1 4^, further 

comprising: 

a projection, for provisional engagement w^ith a portion of one of said plurality of rib 
walls a rib wall, being formed on an edge of said slits at an edge of said insertion hole on a 
side of said slits adjacent to said flange portion. 



18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim i wherein at least 
one of said plurality of rib walls comprises: 

a bent arm portion formed along said plurality of rib walls. 

20. (Currently Amended) The jointing member according to claim i 4«, further 
comprising: 

a rib wall engagement projection formed along each of said plurality of rib walls, 
wherein said provisional engagement projection is engaged between said bent arm 
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portion and said rib wall engagement projection. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) The jointing member according to claim 1 , wherein a distance 
from said flange portion of said grommet to said engagement portion of said grommet is 
smaller than a distance from said head portion of said pin to said lock surface of said pin. 



